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 IN THE COMMISSIONERS’ COURT OF TYLER COUNTY 

 STATE OF TEXAS 

 

 

 

 ORDER GRANTING REQUEST FOR CREATION OF LAKE AMANDA 

 WATER CONTROL AND IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT NO. 1 

 OF TYLER COUNTY, TEXAS; 

 APPOINTING TEMPORARY DIRECTORS; 

 CONTAINING FINDINGS OF FACT; 

 AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

 AND GRANTING OTHER RELIEF PRAYED FOR 

 

 

 On August 8, 2016 at 11:00 o’clock a.m., the Commissioners’ 

Court of Tyler County, Texas (the “Commissioners’ Court”) 

convened at a duly called special meeting at the Commissioners’ 

Courtroom, of the Tyler County Courthouse located at 100 West 

Bluff Street, Woodville, Texas.  The roll was called of the duly 

constituted members of said Commissioners’ Court, to-wit: 

   Jacques Blanchette, County Judge 

   Martin Nash, Commissioner 

   James T. Hughes, Commissioner 

   Michael Marshall, Commissioner 

   Julius Walston, Commissioner  

 

with all such members being present except the following 

absentees: _____________________, thus constituting a quorum.  

There came on for hearing a Petition for Creation of Lake Amanda 

Water Control and Improvement District No. 1 (the “District”) to 

be situated wholly within Tyler County, Texas, the appointment 

of five (5) temporary directors for such proposed district, and 
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such other orders, acts, procedure, and relief as may be 

necessary and proper in connection therewith. 

 Upon the hearing being convened, the following persons 

entered their appearance in their respective capacities on 

behalf of the signatories to said Petition (herein the 

“Petitioners”): 

 John D. Stover, Attorney; 

 Kirwin Drouet, Representative of Petitioner; 

 Don Sousley, Representative of Petitioner; 

 Heyward Fetner, Representative of Petitioner; 

 Gene Cappadonna, Representative of Petitioner; and 

 Kaye Mendoza, Representative of Petitioner.  

 Following the administration of oaths to all persons 

appearing, the Petitioners moved and the Commissioners’ Court 

duly ordered that official notice be taken and that all persons, 

agencies and parties be on notice of and that the official 

record of the proceedings of such hearing include the status of 

the Beaumont Enterprise as a newspaper of general circulation 

within the county in which the proposed District is to be 

situated. 

 Petitioners thereupon submitted for the record and as 

evidence: (1) affidavits of publication of notice of such 

hearing once a week for two (2) consecutive weeks in the 

Beaumont Enterprise, the first such publication occurring at 
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least fourteen (14) days prior to the date of such hearing; and 

(2) notice showing the posting thereof at the Tyler County 

Courthouse. 

 The Commissioners’ Court then invited any interested person 

to offer testimony or other evidence on the sufficiency of the 

Petition and the allegations contained in it.  Thereupon, the 

person appearing on behalf of the Petitioners offered testimony, 

exhibits and documentary evidence in favor of the allegations 

contained in the Petition, the form thereof, the necessity and 

feasibility of the District’s proposed projects and the benefits 

to accrue therefrom. Petitioners offered evidence and exhibits 

relative to the land use, projections and requirements within 

the proposed district and the Petitioners’ ability to accomplish 

same.  Petitioners offered further testimony as to the economic 

feasibility, necessity and practicability of the District and 

its proposed projects; the public necessity or need for the 

District; and the furtherance to the public welfare by the 

District. 

 After official notice of the foregoing matters and 

following receipt of all testimony, other evidence, exhibits and 

statements of counsel for all persons, agencies and parties, the 

Commissioners’ Court makes the following findings of fact: 
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 FINDINGS OF FACT 

 1. Notice of this hearing and meeting of the 

Commissioners’ Court was duly posted and published in 

accordance with the Open Meetings Law, Tex. Gov. Code 

Section 551.041, as amended; 

 2. The District will be situated solely within the 

boundaries of Tyler County, Texas; 

 3. Notice of the hearing containing a statement of the 

nature and purpose of the Petition, the date, time and 

place of hearing, and informing all persons of their 

right to appear and present evidence and testify for 

or against the allegations in the Petition, the form 

of the Petition, the necessity and feasibility of the 

District and its projects and the benefits to accrue 

has been published in a newspaper with general 

circulation in Tyler County once a week for two (2) 

consecutive weeks, with the first such publication 

occurring at least fourteen (14) days before the date 

of this hearing, all as required by Section 51.018 of 

the Texas Water Code, as amended; and said notice was 

posted at the courthouse as required by law; 

 



 

Order Granting Creation 

Lake Amanda WCID #1 

ND: 4814-9941-3812, v. 1  
 5 

 4. The Petition contains the matters required by Section 

51.014, the Texas Water Code, as amended, and has been 

executed by more than fifty (50) persons holding title 

to land within the District; 

 5. There is no other water control and improvement 

district within Tyler County, Texas, with the same 

name as is proposed for the District in the Petition; 

 6. The District includes all of the lots and property 

adjacent to Lake Amanda situated near Colmesneil, 

Tyler County.  It is necessary to make repairs and 

modifications to the Lake Amanda Dam which will 

require the services of engineers and other 

consultants and the approval by the Texas Commission 

on Environmental Quality.  The current Lake Amanda 

Property Owners Association, Inc., does not have any 

revenues to pledge as security for a loan to pay for 

the repairs.  The District will be able to obtain 

loans and/or grants to pay for the dam repair and 

modification and to pay the cost to maintain the dam; 

 7. After consideration of the evidence before the Court: 

   A. The organization of the District as requested is 

feasible and practicable; 
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    B. The land to be included in the proposed District 

will be benefitted by the creation of the 

District; 

    C. There is a public necessity or need for the 

District; and 

    D. The creation of the District will further the 

public welfare. 

 8. Each of the following named persons have requested 

appointment as temporary directors: 

  Don Sousley    Heyward Fetner 

  547 CR 3170    6505 T Bar M Blvd. 

  Colmesneil, Texas 75938  Houston, Texas 77069 

   

  Kirwin Drouet    Gene Cappadonna 

  1314 Kent Oak Dr.   29 Westchester Drive 

  Houston, Texas 77077  Conroe, Texas 77304 

 

  Kaye Mendoza 

  2111 Walker Lane 

  Nederland, Texas 77627 

 

 Based upon the foregoing matters officially noticed and the 

findings of fact and rulings of the Commissioners’ Court, the 

Commissioners’ Court concludes and sets forth its conclusions of 

law as follows: 

 CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

 1. The Commissioners’ Court has duly received, filed and 

set this hearing upon the Petition, and the 

Commissioners’ Court has jurisdiction and authority to 
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consider the request for creation of the District and 

to make and enter its findings of fact, rulings and 

orders with respect to the creation of the District; 

 2. The Petition submitted to and filed with the 

Commissioners’ Court is in due, proper and sufficient 

form; there being more than fifty (50) persons holding 

title to land within the proposed District, the 

Petition has been signed by more than fifty (50) of 

them; 

 3. All of the allegations contained in such Petition and 

each of same are true, complete and correct and, taken 

as a whole, entitled the Petitioners to the relief 

prayed for in such Petition; 

 4. All notices of all actions, proceedings and matters 

had incident to this hearing and the creation of the 

District have been made, given, published and posted 

as required by applicable law; 

 5. All of the lands and properties proposed to be 

included within the District as described on the 

attached Exhibit “A” may properly be included within 

the District; 
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 6. This hearing has been set, called, convened and 

conducted in full compliance with all applicable laws 

of the State of Texas; 

 7. The five (5) persons named above who have requested to 

be appointed as temporary directors of the proposed 

District are each and all fully qualified in all 

respects to serve as temporary directors of the 

proposed District; and 

 8. The request for creation should be granted by the 

Commissioners’ Court. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED BY THE COMMISSIONERS’ COURT 

OF TYLER COUNTY, TEXAS, THAT: 

 1. The Petition is hereby in all things granted, and Lake 

Amanda Water Control and Improvement District No. 1 of 

Tyler County, Texas, is hereby created, organized and 

established as prayed for in the Petition as to the 

land described in the attached Exhibit “A.” 

 2. The District is created, organized and established 

under the terms and conditions of Article III, Section 

52 and Article XVI, Section 59 of the Constitution of 

Texas and Chapters 49 and 51 of the Texas Water Code, 

together with all amendments and additions thereto. 
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 3. The District shall have all the rights, powers, 

privileges, authority and functions conferred by and 

shall be subject to all duties imposed by the Texas 

Commission on Environmental Quality and the General 

Laws of the State of Texas relating to districts. 

 4. The District shall be composed of the area situated 

within Tyler County, Texas, described by metes and 

bounds in Exhibit “A” attached hereto and incorporated 

herein for all purposes. 

 5. The following five (5) persons are named and appointed 

as temporary directors of said District to serve until 

their successors are elected or have been appointed in 

accordance with applicable law: 

  Don Sousley    Heyward Fetner 

  547 CR 3170    6505 T Bar M Blvd. 

  Colmesneil, Texas 75938  Houston, Texas 77069 

 

  Kirwin Drouet    Gene Cappadonna 

  1314 Kent Oak Dr.   29 Westchester Drive 

  Houston, Texas 77077  Conroe, Texas 77304 

 

  Kaye Mendoza 

  2111 Walker Lane 

  Nederland, Texas 77627 

 

 6. The foregoing temporary directors shall as soon as 

practicable after the date of this Order execute their 

official bonds and take their official oaths of 
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office, and each bond and oath shall be filed with the 

Secretary of State. 

 Upon the foregoing proposed Order being read and considered 

by the Commissioners’ Court, it was duly moved and seconded that 

the same be passed and adopted, and upon the question being 

called, said motion, carrying with it the adoption of said 

Order, was duly passed and adopted, with members of the 

Commissioners’ Court present voting as follows: 

  Ayes _______   Nos ________  

 

 

      _______________________________ 

      Jacques Blanchette, County Judge 
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